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to the taxpayers of British Columbia, while
encouraging over-exploitation of forest and
hindering the development of a modern,
competitive forest industry. British Colum-
bians deserve better.

f

U.S.-JORDAN FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise in
support of S. 643, which implements the
agreement between the United States
and Jordan establishing a Free Trade
Area. The legislation passed the Fi-
nance Committee and is now on the
Senate calendar.

Jordan has been one of the few Arab
states to actively work with the United
States to establish a real and lasting
peace in the Middle East. The U.S.-Jor-
dan FTA represents a solid trade agree-
ment as well as a strong signal of sup-
port to a valued ally. Although Jordan
is not currently a major trading part-
ner of the United States, this agree-
ment should open the door for in-
creased trade and commerce between
the U.S. and Jordan. More impor-
tantly, it is my sincere hope it will
help to bring peace to the region
through economic stability.

The principal feature of the U.S.-Jor-
dan FTA is the mutual elimination of
tariffs within 10 years. Modeled after
the U.S.-Israel FTA, it also limits
other non-tariff trade barriers and es-
tablishes a mechanism for the settle-
ment of disputes. The agreement is
also unique. Most notably, it specifi-
cally states that each country shall
strive to maintain and enforce its re-
spective labor and environmental laws.

I recognize that these particular pro-
visions have sparked some debate.
However, I see them as historic
progress on a vexing issue. Not only
have they established a reasonable
standard that we should expect from
any of our trading partners, they also
have catapulted this Congress and this
administration into a real dialogue to-
ward defining a new international
trade consensus. The Jordan agreement
aside, I find it completely reasonable
that we should expect our trading part-
ners to maintain their labor and envi-
ronmental standards. That’s simply
good business. To weaken such stand-
ards solely to gain a trade advantage
would undermine a country’s credi-
bility—not to mention destabilize the
very trade relationship the FTA was
intended to benefit.

The U.S.-Jordan FTA has been nego-
tiated and signed. The Bush Adminis-
tration supports it and has no inten-
tion or renegotiating a new agreement.
The Jordanian Parliament ratified the
Agreement last May. Our colleagues in
the House have already approved the
implementing legislation for the agree-
ment. Jordan’s King Abdullah II visits
the U.S. next week to urge passage of
the agreement.

I hope his visit will encourage poten-
tial detractors to recognize the impor-
tance for swift action and agree not to
stand in the way of immediate consid-
eration of this vital legislation.

Simply put, this is a good trade
agreement. The time is right for the
Senate to take up and pass it without
amendment.

f

MONTANA WILDFIRES
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, the loss

of life battling catastrophic wildlife is
a tremendous tragedy that lends us
perspective. With the loss of four fight-
ers in less than one week in my home
State, the fire season in Montana again
reminds us that we must be deeply
grateful for the hard and dangerous
work these firefighters do, work that
takes them away from their homes and
their families to protect the people of
Montana and the West.

Let me honor the four firefighters
who lost their lives battling fires in
Montana.

On August 31, 2001, three men died in
a helicopter crash near the Fridley
Fire just south of Livingston, MT. The
pilot was Rich Hernandez, 37, origi-
nally from Florida. His copilot, Santi
Arovitx, only 28, was originally from
Spain and had been living in Hillsboro,
OR. Their crew chief was Kip
Krigbaum, 45, of Emmett, ID.

On September 3, David Ray Rendek,
just 24 years old, was killed when
struck by a falling snag while working
on a small fire in Bitterroot National
Forest, near Hamilton, MT.

David graduated from high school in
Victor, MT, and attended classes at the
University of Montana, in Missoula
with his sister. I have been told he was
a passionate advocate about the out-
doors and was a dedicated firefighter. I
am very sorry his family and Montana
have lost such a promising young man.

My deepest sympathies and condo-
lences go out to the family and friends
of these four men. We in Congress
honor their memory and the ultimate
sacrifice they made for the people of
Montana. We are very sorry for their
loss.

Unfortunately, the fires in Montana
continue. Dedicated fire crews con-
tinue to battle hostile weather condi-
tions and high winds.

Montana fires have consumed over
90,000 acres. The largest fires are the
Fridley Fire near Livingston and the
Moose Fire burning in and around Gla-
cier National Park.

The Fridley Fire has burned over
26,800 acres, and it is approaching the
Gallatin Divide, increasing the threat
to the Bozeman water supply. Over
1,000 people are fighting this fire.

As of September 5, the Moose fire has
burned more than 58,000 acres. There
are 35 20-person crews currently bat-
tling the Moose Fire.

Fourteen are Montana crews and sev-
eral crews come from Montana’s Indi-
ana Country—the Rosebud Sioux,
Ronan, Blackfeet Nation and Northern
Cheyenne. Air Support includes 9 heli-
copters and 3 air tankers. Other Mon-
tana crews include: Glacier Park, Bit-
terroot Hot Shot Crew, Trapper Creek
Job Corps, Kootenai National Forest
and Flathead National Forest.

The force of the Moose Fire is tre-
mendous, as it burns on Forest Service,
private, and Glacier National Park
lands. People have reported to me they
can smell the smoke as far away as
Chester, another even suggested as far
away as Minot.

For those listening who may not
know those distances, Minot is in
North Dakota, 700, 800 miles away.

All of our fire crews are working long
days and long hours battling these
blazes, and I just can’t praise them
enough. They have contained several
fires and they are winning the struggle
with the dangerous Fridley and Moose
fires.

Also, our Indian country firefighters
are again great heroes on our fire lines
in northwest Montana. Although
wildfires are devastating, our tribal
neighbors continually step up to the
plate and meet this challenge full on. I
intend to work closely with the tribes
to better incorporate them in the Na-
tional Fire Policy planning process.

I also intend to continue to work
hard for funding for fire rehabilitation
efforts. Many people tend to forget
that the devastating effects of wildfire
remain long after the last flame has
been put out.

The terrible mudslides that occurred
after heavy rains in the Bitterroot Na-
tional Forest in Montana in June are a
sober reminder of that fact. These
mudslides destroy property, soil cover,
and can devastate watersheds. We must
make sure that the appropriate Federal
agencies have the resources they need
to restore burned areas and to deal
with the long-term effects of fire on
the ground.

Again, I express my deepest gratitude
to all of the men and women who put
themselves in harm’s way on the fire
lines in Montana, and my deepest sor-
row and regret that they lost four of
their comrades in the line of duty.

I will continue to do everything I can
to make sure our crews have the man-
power and equipment they need on the
ground. The quicker our firefighters
can contain these fires, the sooner we
can take their lives out of danger.

Mr. President, I appreciate your at-
tention. I yield the floor and suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

MEXICAN PROGRESS IN THE DRUG
WAR

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
have come to this Chamber because I
want to make a few comments of wel-
come to President Vicente Fox. I had
the pleasure of speaking with him at
Secretary Powell’s lunch yesterday and
listening to him in the House of Rep-
resentatives in the joint session this
morning.
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Because I have been critical of Mexi-

co’s efforts to stop drug trafficking,
their unwillingness to arrest cartel
leaders, to vigorously prevent the laun-
dering of drug money, their refusal to
extradite a single Mexican national on
drugs charges, and because of the wide-
spread corruption within the ranks of
Mexican law enforcement, I thought I
should come to the Chamber today
while President Fox is in our country
to say recent reports I have had indi-
cate there has been truly a dramatic
change in Mexico.

I believe he is to be commended for
that. It looks as if he is responsible for
an entirely new attitude on the part of
his country in the fight against drugs.
I wish to take a few moments to com-
mend him and to say how important
this is to the United States and to the
people of this country.

We all recognize that we have a de-
mand problem in this country. In fact,
there is even a growing demand prob-
lem in Mexico today as well. But, nev-
ertheless, the flood of narcotics across
the border represents a major problem
for both our nations. It brings with it
also collateral problems in the United
States and in Mexico: violence, corrup-
tion, and even, as we have seen, the
brutal torture and murder of literally
hundreds of public officials, judges,
prosecutors, journalists, and any who
dare either to cross the cartels or stand
in their way.

It is fair to say that these major con-
sequences of the drug trade require
that we solve the problem together.
Simply put, the Fox administration
has made more progress in the war
against drugs over the last 6 months
than the Government of Mexico made
over the previous 9 years.

I would like to share some examples,
some specifics, if you will, of the
progress made by Mexico through the
leadership of this brave new President.

Prior to the Fox administration, not
one major Mexican national drug car-
tel member had ever been extradited to
the United States on drug charges—not
one, ever—despite a whole list of pend-
ing requests.

Since President Fox took office, how-
ever, this has changed dramatically. In
fact, I had the privilege, at the Davos
World Economic Summit, in January,
to meet briefly with President Fox. At
that time I handed to him directly a
list of requested extraditions, prepared
by our Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion. He said he would take action. I
did not really believe him at the time,
but he has.

After years of court battles, earlier
this year the Mexican Supreme Court
ruled that Mexican nationals could, in-
deed, be extradited to the United
States.

Since January, 14 fugitives have been
extradited to our country from Mexico.
Four of these were Mexican nationals,
and three of the four, for the first time,
were Mexican nationals extradited on
major drug charges. That may not
sound like much, but I can assure you

it is a big deal, because many of us who
have worked in this area for years be-
lieve extradition is a major deterrent
to the cartel leadership.

The defendant in the Supreme Court
case, Everardo Arturo Paez Martinez,
is a key member of the Arellano Felix
cartel. The United States has been re-
questing his extradition for years. He
was extradited to the United States to
stand trial. He is here today.

Miguel Angel Martinez-Martinez, an
accused drug trafficker, was extradited
and is awaiting trial in San Diego.
Martinez is a principal figure in the
Joaquin ‘‘Chapo’’ Guzman Organiza-
tion. This Sinaloa-based cartel is be-
lieved responsible for smuggling tons
of cocaine and other illicit narcotics
into the United States over many
years, and for trying to build a 1,400-
foot tunnel from Tijuana to Otay Mesa
in California.

Rafael Camarena Marcias has also
been extradited to the United States.
He was responsible for successfully
building a tunnel between Agua Prieta,
Senora, and Douglas, AZ, through
which up to 2 tons of cocaine flowed
every day.

Extradition has always been the
most visible and effective sign of how
seriously the Mexican Government is
taking the fight against drug cartels. I
am very proud to say thank you to
President Fox and to the Government
of Mexico for their cooperation in this
regard.

It is not easy for Mexico to target
these individuals and send them to the
United States for trial. It is politically
difficult, for many in Mexico do not be-
lieve that Mexican citizens should face
trial in the United States, and it is dif-
ficult for personal safety reasons as
well.

Let me give an example. The lawyer
who represented Everardo Arturo Paez
in opposing extradition for 3 years and
who failed to prevent his extradition
was found murdered. That is the re-
ward for not succeeding with a cartel.
I am told that others may well be in
personal jeopardy as well.

President Fox’s leadership has given
the entire country new courage to
stand against the cartels, their killers,
and their traffickers.

In addition to extraditing those al-
ready under arrest, the Mexican Gov-
ernment has also made new arrests of
certain leaders of Mexican cartels.
Adan Amezcua, one of the three
Amezcua brothers, was arrested in 1997,
but he was freed by a corrupt judge
who has since been fired from the
bench. Amezcua was rearrested by
Mexican officials this past May.

Why are they important? The
Amezcua brothers are major meth-
amphetamine traffickers. They are re-
sponsible single-handedly for the intro-
duction of methamphetamine through-
out this country. Indeed, the cartel and
its nationals still run meth labs
throughout the United States.

In cooperation, the Governor of Quin-
tana Roo, Mario Villaneuva, who was

arrested while he was still Governor,
asked to serve out his term of Gov-
ernor of Quintana Roo, and then he dis-
appeared the day after he left office
and has been gone. Well, he was ar-
rested in May for major drug crimes in
Cancun, and today he is in a maximum
security prison in Mexico.

In February, the Government dis-
mantled an entire cell of the Arellano
Felix cartel, perhaps the most vicious
cartel operating right out of Tijuana.
They arrested 7 of its leaders. They
seized 8 houses, 18 vehicles, 19 firearms,
and communication devices.

Seizures of illegal drugs have been on
the rise. Some of them are at an all-
time high. In February, the Mexican
Government seized 14 tons of mari-
juana in cookie boxes; in April, another
131 tons. In February, they seized 8.8
tons of cocaine aboard the fishing ves-
sel Forever My Friend, and the 10 crew
members have been transported to San
Diego; in May, another 12 tons of co-
caine aboard a vessel flying a Belize
flag. Overall, this past year, 24 tons of
cocaine have been seized from fishing
vessels as a result of cooperation be-
tween Mexico and the United States.

The Mexican Government has also
addressed the serious issue of internal
corruption. The captain of the Mexican
Army, Luis Rey Abundis Murga, was
sentenced to 17 years in prison for as-
sisting the Carillo Fuentes cartel. Re-
tired general, Jorge Mariano
Maldanado Vega was sentenced to 26
years for aiding the same organization.
And Mario Silva Calderon, former
agent of Mexico’s national police, was
sentenced to 36 years in prison for
similar activity.

As Donnie Marshall, former head of
the DEA, testified before the drug cau-
cus earlier this year, no one country
can possibly combat the wealth and so-
phistication of these major drug traf-
ficking organizations. Only by cooper-
ating and sharing locally gathered in-
telligence and assets can we hope to
succeed.

That is why I am so encouraged by
the progress being made by the Fox ad-
ministration.

In the past I know that American law
enforcement and even Mexican law en-
forcement felt that the other side could
not be trusted. Now finally that is
changing. A new 117-member Mexican
organized crime unit, which works
hand in hand with our DEA, has fos-
tered new relationships and trust be-
tween the law enforcement agencies of
our two nations. It is only with this
type of cooperation that we can hope
to defeat the drug cartels and stem the
flow of illegal drugs onto the streets.

Before I yield the floor, I would like
to address one request President Fox
made earlier today regarding passage
of S. 219, the Dodd certification legisla-
tion.

Let me be clear: I continue to sup-
port the certification process. We have
nothing to replace it. I happen to be-
lieve it has some salutary value. Be-
cause President Fox has asked, I would
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be prepared to support a suspension of
the certification process with regard to
Mexico for the 3 years as requested by
President Fox. I would do so because he
asks and in the new spirit of coopera-
tion between our two nations. I would
be very pleased to work with my col-
leagues to pass such legislation imme-
diately.

I am not, however, prepared to aban-
don the process entirely with respect
to all countries, as S. 219 would do.
There are many places in the world
where progress has not been made.
Syria, Iran, Burma, and Afghanistan
are just a few examples of continuing
major problem countries. Only a robust
certification process gives Congress
and the President the tools we need to
encourage change in these nations.

I hope the Senator from Connecticut
would work with me on a compromise
that would address only Mexico so we
can move forward on this issue.

In closing, I again welcome President
Fox to the United States. We look for-
ward to working with him in our con-
tinuing mutual fight against the drug
cartels. I personally, deeply, say thank
you and salute this brave and coura-
geous new President.

I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Minnesota.
Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I

thank the Senator from California for
her fine words. It was a superb speech
President Fox gave today in joint ses-
sion.

f

MAGDALENA MEDIO

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President,
sometimes one speaks in the Senate
Chamber and is not sure what exactly
the effect of it all is—maybe more than
sometimes.

I am speaking today on behalf of a
lot of the human rights workers and
social service workers and community
development workers, civil society peo-
ple in Colombia. I am hoping—I will be
very straightforward about it; I don’t
think this is illusion—that the words
of a Senator on the floor of the Senate
about a priest and about a very impor-
tant organization, of which two mem-
bers have been brutally murdered in
the last 35, 40 days, communicates a
message that our Government cares
deeply about human rights in Colombia
and about the importance of the Gov-
ernment and the military defending
civil society individuals.

I rise today to speak out on behalf of
many defenseless human rights work-
ers, social service providers and com-
munity economic development work-
ers, in our neighbor Colombia, who are
besieged by the growing paramilitary
violence in their county. These individ-
uals, some of whom I have come to
know personally, all of whom I greatly
respect, are heros for their contribu-
tions to democracy and peace in Co-
lombia. They deserve to be heard and
to be aided by the United States gov-
ernment.

I have traveled twice to the city of
Barrancabermeja, sometimes called
‘‘the Sarajevo of Colombia.’’ During
those visits, I have come to know the
extraordinary and courageous work of
a Colombian non-profit program based
in a largely rural region of oil refin-
eries, rivers, and mountains. In many
hamlets and towns it provides the only
hope amidst so much despair.

The Program of Development and
Peace of the Magdalena Medio, located
in Barranca, is lead by the Jesuit Fa-
ther Francisco De Roux. The Pro-
gram’s name gives away their mis-
sion—sustainable, locally based social
and economic development in the con-
text of an inclusive community at
peace. They stand for democracy, civil
rights, and human rights. They are
against the war, and have no enemies
in the conflict.

They strive for an inclusive commu-
nity where disputes are settled by civil
authorities and not by armed gangs.
They want to provide opportunity for
all in their community to work and
raise they families in peace and dig-
nity. But paramilitaries are taking
over their region and extrajudicial
killings are a daily threat.

Recently, they have been beset by
tragedy. Two defenseless staff members
have been killed and multilated. Ms.
Alma Rosa Jaramillo was a volunteer
attorney, a dedicated mother and cou-
rageous member of her community.
Her dismembered body was found in
the community of Morales on July first
of this year. On July 17, another brutal
assassination took the life of Eduardo
Estrada. He was murdered right in
front of his family, after a family re-
union. He was a respected leader in the
community of San Pablo, working as
the coordinator of the Program of De-
velopment and Peace.

Why are these innocent people, who
are doing such good work, being tar-
geted? Lamentably, these are just two
more examples of paramilitary impu-
nity in Colombia.

As the Plan Colombia debate has un-
folded in the U.S. Senate, we have
come to know the terrible reality of
the last few decades for the people of
Columbia—kidnaappings, assassina-
tions, disappearances and terror by the
guerrilla and the paramilitary organi-
zations. I am no defender of the guer-
rilla organizations. They are vicious in
their treatment of the civilian popu-
lation and publicly renounce univer-
sally accepted human rights standards.

But the paramilitary organizations,
because of their open association with
the Colombian military, also must be
held to the highest standards of human
rights. They cannot be allowed to jus-
tify their human rights abuses by
equating the laudable civic involve-
ment of those they persecute, with
sympathy for the guerrillas. The para-
military organizations have penetrated
ever deeper into Colombian civil soci-
ety, bringing their terror to commu-
nities all across Colombia. In many
cases, they do so with the acquiescense

of the Colombian military and govern-
ment, at the local and even national
level.

The Colombian government must
find a way to respond to the para-
military threat. It is a threat to the
rights of free speech, free assembly,
and moreover, the rule of law in Co-
lombia. We must send a message to all
violent actors in Colombia, especially
parammilitary groups: ‘‘The targeting
of the civilian population with murder,
extortion, kidnapping, torture and
multilation is unacceptable!’’

The United States has an obligation
to nurture and defennd civil society ef-
forts in Columbia. The Program of De-
velopment and Peace of the Magdalena
Medio is doing critically important
work, helping Colombians find a way
out of the labyrinth of war and terror.
They need and deserve our thanks and
our encouragement; for they represent
the future of hope and peace for Colom-
bia.

In my view, a peaceful, prosperous
Colombia is a better neightor and part-
ner of the United States. We must de-
fend these courageous people who daily
risk their lives for human rights, de-
mocracy and peace. Given our deep in-
volvement in Colombia, we have an op-
portunity, and a duty, to defend Co-
lombian civil society against the
abuses of guerrillas and paramilitaries
alike.

Mr. President, I traveled twice to the
city of Barrancabermeja, sometimes
called the ‘‘Sarajevo of Colombia.’’
During the visits, I have come to know
a very courageous priest who is in
charge of an organization, a nonprofit
organization, that does the economic
and social development work in a
largely rural region of oil refineries,
rivers, and mountains. For many ham-
lets and towns, this organization is the
only hope for people.

The name of the organization is the
Program of Development and Peace of
the Magdalena Medio located in
Barranca, led by a Jesuit priest named
Francisco de Roux, also called Father
Poncho. The program’s name gives
away its mission. The occupant of the
Chair would love it as a businessperson
and a Senator from New Jersey. They
do the most credible local sustainable
economic development work. They
stand for democracy, civil rights, and
human rights. They are against the
war. They are not aligned with the
FARC, ELN, or any of the left groups—
the paramilitary—and they should
have no enemies in this conflict.

This organization has been beset by
tragedy. Two defenseless staff members
have been killed and mutilated. Ms.
Alma Rosa Jaramillo was a volunteer
attorney, a dedicated mother and a
courageous member of her community.
Her dismembered body was found in
the community of Morales on July 1 of
this year. On July 17, another brutal
murder took place. This assassination
took the life of Eduardo Estrada. He
was murdered right in front of his fam-
ily after a family reunion. He was a re-
spected leader of the community in
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